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Due to the fast growing of data in the digital world, not only in volume but also in its variety
(structured, un-structured or hybrid), traditional RDBMS are complemented with a rich set of
systems, known as NoSQL. One of the main categories of NoSQL databases are document stores
which are specifically designed to handle semi-structured data, for instance XML documents. In
this paper, we present a modeling method for semi-structured data based on Conceptual Graphs
and exemplify the method on an XML document. Conceptual Graphs are a particular system
of logic based on the existential graphs of Ch. S. Peirce and the semantic networks of Artificial
Intelligence. They express meaning in a logically precise form which is computer tractable and
human readable. The expressive power of Conceptual Graphs makes them particularly suitable for
conceptual modeling of semi-structured data.
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